Chlamydia trachomatis, an obligate intracellular organism, is an important pathogen responsible for several diseases in humans (12, 19, 20) . The laboratory diagnosis of chlamydial infections is usually based on the isolation of the organism in irradiated McCoy (IR-McCoy) cells (4, 5) , which are closely related to the mouse fibroblastic tumor cell line L929 (1, 4). In addition to the McCoy cell line, many other cell lines are susceptible to Chlamydia (2, 17), but only a few (BHK-21 and HeLa-229) are sufficiently susceptible to be used for isolation of the organism from clinical specimens.
In addition to irradiation, DEAE-dextran, iododeoxyuridine, cytochalasin B, emetine, cycloheximide, and hydrocortisone have all been used as alternative methods for treatment of cells to enhance their susceptibility to Chlamydia (3) . Primary cell cultures of human or animal thyroid (7, 16), prostate (P. Giles, S. B. Greenberg, S. Doughty, and R. R. Martin, Clin. Res (Fig. 3) . 
